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On a frosty January morning, terrible news saddened the European 
scientific community, and deeply grieved all friends: Professor Bogdan 
Brukner’s generous heart had stopped beating. 

He passed away shortly before his 75th birthday, leaving an empty 
space that will be impossible to fill. His demise will inevitably affect a 
number of vast research projects that we started together, the most 
important of these being the one dedicated to the Prehistory of Banat. 
Professor Bogdan Brukner’s qualities were almost unanimously 
appreciated by the members of the archaeological profession. What we 
especially admired in him was the strength of his moral principles, his 
outstanding professionalism, his vast specialist knowledge, and, last but 
not least, his solid general knowledge. An exceptional human being, 
Professor Bogdan Brukner overwhelmed us all with his great generosity 
which could only arise from a truly noble and distinguished spirit. He was 
always ready to give good advice, to spur you on, to provide 
encouragement or support. He gladly shared his rich professional 
experience with younger colleagues, and, through the friendliness and 
joviality that he radiated, he made all differences of age and academic or 
scientific status between himself and his interlocutor disappear. 

Professor Bogdan Brukner was born on 13 May 1931 in Zagreb. He 
attended primary and grammar school in Belgrade where he also studied 
and graduated from the Faculty of Philosophy, Department of Archeology in 
1954. He received his PhD in 1965 with a dissertation entitled The Neolithic in 
Vojvodina. Between 1960 and 1968 he worked as a curator at the Museum of 
Vojvodina in Novi Sad. After the foundation of the Institute for the study of 
Vojvodina history in 1968, he was elected a scientific assistant and in the 
same year he started teaching archaeology as an assistant professor at the 
Faculty of Philosophy in Novi Sad. In 1972 he was elected a higher scientific 
assistant at the Institute of History, in 1973 became an associate and in 1984 a 
full professor at the Faculty of Philosophy in Novi Sad. 
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A scholarship he received from the Humboldt Foundation enabled 
him to stay in Germany during 1971 and 1972, working on “Pannonia and 
Central Europe in the Neolithic”. Part of this research was published in 
Munich in Die illustrierte Weltgeschichte der Archäologie (1979).  

Between December 1979 and February 1980 he delivered several 
lectures on problems of the Neolithic and Eneolithic at the Anthropology 
Department of Berkeley University in the USA and later in New York, in 
Los Angeles, as well as in Frankfurt a/M, Köln, Munich, Münster, Basel, 
Zürich, Bern, Groningen, Krakow, Poznañ and many others. 

As a scientist, he conducted research in the field of prehistoric 
archeology and especially the early agricultural and cattle breeding 
communities of the Pannonian and Balkan regions. The greatest part of his 
research focused on the early and late Neolithic period in the Balkan and 
Central European regions.  

He was a member of a number of archaeological committees in the 
country and abroad and was an active participant in many projects, 
congresses, symposiums and round table meetings, some of which he 
organized himself.  

In 1984 he was elected a corresponding and in 1992 a full member of 
the Vojvodinian Academy of Sciences and Arts which later became the 
Branch of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts in Novi Sad. 

As friends, we shall sorely miss his bracing optimism which gave us 
all the confidence we needed in order to pursue our research goals. 

Opto sit tibi terra levis carissime magister et amice ! 
Florin�'UDüRYHDQ 
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